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" upon 't}:'isvinf;i-x;iixr?ﬂflli{'his lagiﬁgs,éﬁudeé the name y

of Roberi- Randall, with. an’ introduflory note from

.a.s“‘(‘}m.xld fup;;o;t }.hanigi(u;c. Thatthe n;q;ei of thofe.
‘members were' .not -to be made knawn until aftér the

- & T o ¥ T . nNanrhn
LUNIFED STA S—in-the—cafe—cf—ROBERT

. RANDALL and CHARLES WHITNEY.
[Continued from our laft ]

. Mondey, 4th January, 1796. :

WY —— 1 R, MURRAY declares, that on Wed.

§x xe nefday-lalt, the twenty-third inflant,

l K M I Mr. Smith, member of congrefs, of

X

South.Caroling, informed -him, ‘that

- ] a man of the name of Rindall, of Ma-
BN ryland, had the cvening before at-
;?g?gud, rc?fﬁbeyhim in weflern lands, on condition
‘¢f bis fupporting an application, which Randall told
tim he fhould foon make to.congrefs; the objeét of
which applicatiod was, a grant from eongrefs, of from
‘cighteen to twenty millions of acres of land, between
Ere, Huron and- Michigan. That Mr. Smith was
atremely folicitous, that fomé other gentleman fhould
‘jnmediately be informed of the infamaus propofal, and
that he faid he would mention it to Mr. Henry, of the
{raste, and advife with him, upen proper meafures for
the detelling of the full extent of the {cheme, and
erufhing it.—That he had nd opportunity. of talking to
Mr. Heary, on that dav ; but early on the morning of
the twenty-fourth inftant, communicated the intelli-

| geace to Mr. Henry, whq rccommended that Mr.
Samith fhould immediately inform the prefident: That
ca the faid day, Mr. Randall of Maryland, was intro-

| duced to him, the informant, and requsited a confi-
dential -interview, at his, the informants lodgings,
which the informant’ readily promifed him, to be at
fve, for the putpole of developing his fcheme.. That
Rendell came at or near five, that day lalt named, to

L | wit; on Thurfday, and communicated to Mr. Henry
1ad himlelf, in general terms, the eutline of a plap,
- by which he, Randall, and his Canada friends would
1 etinguith the Indian title to all the lands between
hites Erie, Huron 2and Michigan, as marked on a map

{ .which Randall then fhewed, containing from cighteea
totwehty willions of acres. That he, the informant,

1 then'slked Randall into his apartment, where they
were alore.  That Randall éxpatiated st firlt upon the
poblic utility of his fcheme, which was, that congre(s
-fould prant to kim, and his company, all the land
tfrefaid mentivned, for five hundred thoufand, or at
acd; one million of dollars,; and that he would un-
_dertake, in four. munths; that the harmeny of the in-
diins fhould. be’ fecured to the uinion; or if congrefs
tiought proper, that thé Indian tribes, now on faid
ksd, thould be remtoved to the Britifa fide, or down
.hite Michigan, referving to fome aged chizfs, a-few
niles fquare’; thae his company and himfelf had deter-
mited to divide the lands aforefaid, into fortys(cr for-
1yon¢) fhares. That of thefe fheres, twenty.four
wete to be feferved for th= difpofal of himfelf and his

. prtery now in town,-for (uch: members of congrefs
-wafifled them, by their abilities ¢nd votes, in obtain-
fig-the grant aforefzid.—That of thefe twenty-four

- &m’s. ‘his partntr had twelve under kis management,
for ‘the ‘eaftern, members. of cougrefs, and. that he,
Randall, had the other' twelve,thares under his ma-
mgement; vor. the'* fouthésn members of . congrefs.
_That'thefe fhares were to be o divided as to sccomplith
thieobjet by -fecuring & majerity of . congrefs, - That

: ﬁt informant ftarted an objedtion toland fpeculadon,

- u:troublefome, “aad ‘that “he,  Randall, fzid, if you

, {B=ning tne informant}). do'not chufe to accept your”
13

“fuare of thelland, you fhall have cath in hand, for your
fhb_lre.» “That the informarit agpointed Randall to-mest

- Nim in'the Jobby of the-houfe,  on- Mondgy,. the twen- ~
¢A7:tighth inRants: That Randall told him; a memori- .

 BAL 10 be. handed” in, upon, this fubjed, on faid
1M i but:refufed:woinform - the informant, what
33 to prefent it: . Thar -Randail told him,

"0 goneral wudy only—meaning thereby, as be un-

« faticd him A g,,the".faungu_’pirt?;f.thé plan,
ey
+PtbEhe confidendal ‘and fecret conver(ation, Ran-
@l faid, ihiit the, nfemibers,of congrefs; who would
v bt handGimely s Thould: carhe
it fame terms wpon which the ‘company-dbtaised the
Yt bat foon ‘2fter ‘male-propofals,”more openly,

: nd eorript ;" elofing: them'. with the offer of
@bt hand; ay eforefaid.—Thatthe iaformant onthat

30g when; Randall,went. away,. told Mr.- Henry of
tforefaid; then called on
minjcated, thie fame to- -
informed the prefident

: tbcnhp]e of Randall's affers
“ind com
] b..'

Y e

he Zfiventéeath

red and ninety-

‘s per(dn salled.
N e ma Y e

ndall, mentlongd his plan to.fome members.
sonducive, to"pablic tility.. ‘Thatin the eatly-

5uld’ came into their-fharesaon

ML;C"“‘)J;!. in-theufust
teenth of the fame moath, .. .- . .

That the faid Robert Randall informed this inform-
ant, that he hiad fome bufinefs of.importance to com-
municate to this. informant, “which would probably
come before congrefs: That it refpeéted the fur trade,
at prefent carried on by the Britith traders with the In-
diaps, through the lakes. He obferved, that it would
be important to change the courfe of -that trade into
fome channel through the United States.—That he be-
lieved he could put congsels upon fome plan of effe-
ing that obje&.—That the plan was of a fecret nature.
—That he was not then prepared to difclofe it, and’
requefted a private interview with this informant, for
that purpofe, at fome other time. Upan which requett, :
this informant appointed the next Saturday, at twelve
o’clock, (being the nineteenth of December) to receive
the communication. - : .

That about the time appointed, the faid Robert Ran-
dall called on this informaat; and aftér fome gereral
conver{ation, informed this informant, that an affccia-
tion had been formed by himfelf and others, with fome
of the moft influential traders at Detroit, lor the pur.
pofe of purchaling all the. lands contained in theé pe.
ninfula formed by the lakes Erie, Huron and Michi.
gan, and the waters conac&ling thofe lekes, amounting
in the whole to twenty or thirty millicns of acres, if
the .confent of congrefs could be obtained for the ex.
tinguifhment of the Indian clzims thereto. The {aid
Randall then produced a map of the peoinfula and
lakes. . *

 That this tralt of country was to be divided into
fhares, and that a number of fhares was to be left un-
appropriated, until the neceffary law of congrefs fhould
pafs, authorifing the extinguifhmnent of the Indian
claims ; and might then be filled up by thofe who might
think propér to concurin the plan, and fhould give
their aid for procuring the paffage ¢f fuch law. Upcn
this intimation, this informant obfzrved, that he hoped
the faid Randall did not intend to addrefs the informa-
tion of the unappropriated- fhares, particularly to this
informant.

To which the faid Randall replicd, that he did not:
That he only meant it as general information ; but he
could fee no. impropriety in the members of congrefs
teing cencerned in the fcheme, if the public good was
to be promoted by it; and chat thirty or forty members
were already engaged in its fupport; or words to that
efiedt. ) . )

Alter fome further converfaticn of e gereral nature, ,
refpecting the prefent fiate of the fur trade; the value
of the lands contained in the peninfula; -and the pro-
bable effeft of the late treaty upon that trade and coun-
try, the faid Randall inquired of this informant,
‘¢ whether he deemed his plan advifable, and whether-
it would meet with the fupport_of this informant, 'in
congrefs.” To which this informant replied; thetif
the faid Randall fhould bring his propofals before cont
grefs, this inforinant would give them the confiderati-
on whieh his duty required, and fhould give fuch vote
as he deemed right; or wordsto the fime effe@t. Very
fhortly after this obfervation, Mr. Edward Livingflon;
‘a member of cengrefs from New-York, eatered the
room, aod the faid Randall left it, without farther ob-
fervation, as well as this informant recollefts. This
informant immediately commaunicdted the contents of
this converfation to Mr. Livingfton, and declared that
ke confidered the proffer of the unappropriated fhares
to the members of congrels, a-
ruption, 5

This
_the fubfiance of the converfation to the freaker of ‘the
houle of reprefentatives of ¢ag United States, te Meflrs,
"Blount end Macon of North-Carplinz, and to Meflrs:

ittty

Chyift form; dated the fif-

-vifable by all thefe gentlemen, &s well 4s by this infor-
mant, to pérmit ithe plan fo be brought before congrefs,
in the u{ual way, by memorial,-and tq';c;ufq}' _dete_é};qq,
by means of -a committee, to whom the faid memorial.
fhould be seferred

Randll fionld informant, he fhould.-

of ‘the real flat¢ and | ) _ t
v, e, oo A2 Tha thofe mercharts were thén emp

‘néfs,. among the Inditos  and thdt- his'p

at he, the. -Randall-end-his other effociates; "hdd: fuch cons
that there was s fair profpe of “fuccefs;<That i

t

 Rendall did'sgain
, and ibformed

faid Randslly;ther: propofed 'tg "difclofé-hiy plenmote

particulatly s-and-sfter fome generalremarks

‘vi ed
* fervkdath
Vot it E"- fiz ¢
bér of -the houle'of; repres-
f the - United States,s “dejv -f

“jnformart, on the fame'd:y';commumcated friendfhip of..the hoftile tribes.—That he
tar erfatio i ‘Whitnej; together with Ebenezer Allen, doftor,Rans

Madifon and Venable of Virginis, ™ Itwis deemediad. guithing the Todian dtle, dnd

“the pre-emption right to thafe” ands;, thae if

- 4ud in the mean time, 1f the faid

upon_the
ﬁE:ph‘n,"-
5 5ot T ) pumbes

3w for the cxtinguiliment of ‘the Indian claimshad

" pafed ; and then requefted this infermant to prepars~

fome writing which. wagld‘:cémpel .the oftenfible per-- -
fons 10, furrender ‘the unsppropriated fhares to the real-
fupporters of the meafure, after it fhould be effefted.
‘That'onc milliop of dollars, ere fpoken_of, as the prige
for'the lands; but thas he deemed that fum by far toa.
much ; and as congrefs would have to fix the price,
they might make the terms fuch s to enfure confidera-
ble.emoluments to the purchafers. That a majority of
the fenate had ecnfented to give.the plan their fupport,
and within three of a majority of the houfe of repre-
fentatives, After much further converfation on the
fubjel, which this informant thinks unpeceffary to par-
ticularize, the faid Randall promifed to wait again cn
this informant, at his lodgings, on Tuefday evening,.
2t feven o'clock, ard introduce to this informant, his
ealtern aflcciate. ' ‘

‘The faid Randall did not call at the appointed hour, |
2ud this informant did not fee him again until Friday,
the twenty-fifth of December, when the faid Rardall
again cailed on this informant, and after making an
apology, for not calling at the appointed hour of the -
preceding Tuefday, informed him at the door of his -
apariment, that his memotial to congrefs would be
ready te be prefented on the next Monday ; but as fe-
veral gentlemen were in this informant’s rooni, at that
time, the faid Randzll did not cnter, and no further .
converfation wa: then had; fince v hich time this in- _
formaar has not feen the faid Randall, until he was
breught to the bar of the houfe of reprefentatives, in
cult~dy. g ) -

This inforrant further faith, that he communicated
the (ubftance of every' material converfation with the
fai! Randall, to the {peaker of the houfe of reprefen.
tatives, acd to the {everal gentlemen before mentioned,'

{Signed) WILLIAM B.'GILES, -

January 1, 1796.

1

I, Daniel Buck, inform and fay, that about ten
days previous to my fetting out on my journey to
congrefs (which was oa the thirtisth day_of November
lat,) a ftranger, whom I now know to be Charles
Whitney, in cuftody of the ferjeant at arms, called at
my office in Norwich, in the frate of Vermont, intro-
duced himfelf by the mane of Whitney, and informed
me, thit he had fome befinefs “of importance which
he withed to converfe with me upon. -Iaf:ed if he
wifhed to be in private, he fignified'that he did, upon
which my clérk withdréw ;- aud the faid Whitney
proceeded to inform me that the bufine(s of which he -
wifhed. to converfe, was of great importance to the
public, as well as tothe individuals immediatcly con-
cerned.—That it would come before congrefs, but
was.fo circumftanced  as to render it neceffary to make
a previous ftatement to fome of the members, that they
might be able to explain to uthers; and -the whale
thereby be-better prepared to judge upon the bufinefs :
he declared he wifked for nothing improper; and that
he did not want that I fhoold favour the plan, unlefs
I faw it to be confiftent; for he faid he wanted no-
thing but what was perfectly jult and horourable, and
was confident that. if the matter could be undetftocd,
it would:.appear to be of greac -public utility ; he then
ftated, “that he and his-aflociates had dilcovered 2 Jarge
and. immenfely . valuable "tra&t -of land; between, or
contiguous to, lakes, Erie, Huron and Michigen, -(if
I miftake not-.the names) which-he .faid might be pur- -

dire&t attempt at cor- chiafed of -the Indians, at a low rate:-That this pur-~
: ' chafe would conciliate the affetions, and fecure the

, ~the:-faid

dall, and’a number of Canadian. marchants ax Detroit,
had_ formed - an affocistion” for the purpofe, of ‘extin-~
etitoning <d

ce¢ded, it was- their inténtion ‘imme 1
feulement on. them.—Thit thofe ‘merehants b
influence” with, - and coairol .ovee the  Indian
therd would be. o dificulty X

s fettlement ivould 'be s

and effeclually, {ecdre peace

sict their intentian; howerer, to engrofs all this property -~
to'-themfelves ; *but” that' it wes to'be divided'ito & -
of / fhares; cand ‘thit: he and' the fald Randall "

ad _the difpefal; at he 5 2

aftefsfor - -




